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2019-2020
Annual Fund Campaign

We did it!



Mission Statement
Hickory Day School instills in its students a love of

learning in a unique environment that emphasizes
academic excellence, critical-thinking skills, and

global perspectives.

2019-2020 Board of Trustees
President- LT Thompson 

Vice President- Nicole Harris
Treasurer- Ben Duke

Secretary- Shana White
Member- PH Broyhill

Member- Brian George
Member- Sal Hazboun
Member- Nick Kincaid
Member-Jon Levinson

2019-2020 PTA Officers
Courtney George- Co-President
Kristin Huffman-Co-President
Angel Starnes- Treasurer
Megan Carfagno- Secretary
2019-2020 Event Chairs
Annual Auction 
Christy Almond, Megan Carfagno, Caroline Cook, Jess Fryer, 
Shelley Holtsclaw, Natalie Kincaid, Jordan Magel, Jess Medford, 
Jenny Parker, Carina Richardson, Julie Rodeck, Dian Rose, 
Jenna Schrier, Nittaya Thomas, Tish Zagaroli, and David Zealy-Wright
Ice Cream Social 
Carrie Regan and Blakeley Worley
Read-a-Thon 
Eliza Obst and Angie Foster
Book Fair
Heather Helton
Winter Cast Party 
Jenny Parker and Carina Richardson

Thank you
Volunteers!



Dear HDS Community, 
 
What a year 2020 has been and continues to be!  From a global pandemic to nationwide
unrest to natural disasters, the year is truly an unprecedented one.  Through it all,
however, Hickory Day School has remained true to its mission of instilling a love of
learning in its students.  We’ve certainly used many new methodologies and
technologies to accomplish this sometimes daunting task, but we continue to provide
the highest quality education both in our area and far beyond for our students. 

Because of the dedication and forward thinking of the HDS faculty and staff during
the winter of 2020, we were ready to move almost seamlessly into remote online
learning upon our return from Spring Break on March 23, 2020.  We spent a final
quarter with students online, achieving a great deal in the process.  One of the
greatest thrills of the spring was being able to hold a live, on-campus Closing
Ceremony and celebratory parade for our 2020 graduates, by far and away the
largest graduating class that HDS has ever had since its beginning in 1993.
 
Already throughout the spring, planning for a different type of 2020 – 2021 school year
was taking place.  Although there were fears of what the financial future of the school
might be as an anticipated recession loomed, we persevered.  Fortunately, because of
sound financial stewardship and generous contributions from the entire HDS
community, the school ended its fiscal year on July 31 in a strong position.   
 
The HDS budget is created in the fall of the previous year, and last November, we had no
idea about what was to come.  To prepare for the safest possible return in August, we
had to make many adjustments to that budget.  PPE supplies, deep cleaning and
disinfecting measures, accommodations and technology for online students, storage
for furniture once housed in classrooms, and especially a full-time custodian and
hospital-quality air filtration units for every classroom all cost money – money that
wasn’t a part of the November budget.  
 
As you think about everything that Hickory Day has done to create a safe and productive
environment for its exemplary teaching and learning, I ask that you consider an early
donation to the Annual Fund, one that will help ensure that these programs can continue
and can grow as we face the rest of a challenging year.  
 
I thank you for all your support in the past and for your support during this school year
as we maintain and increase the excellence of a Hickory Day School education.  
 
Sincerely,
Rick

Richard Seay, Ed.D.
Head of School
Hickory Day School

Year in Review



Hickory Day School 
Class of 2020 High School Decisions

Annabella Bernhardt- St. Paul's School
Lily Bodnar- Discovery High School

Josh Cline- University Christian High School
Alex Cordora- University Christian High School

Elizabeth Garmon- University Christian High School
Madeline Graham- University Christian High School

Bella Hazboun- University Christian High School
Jonah Long- University Christian High School

Deeya Majeed- University Christian High School
Alexa Mallard- Kent School

Aidan McClain-University Christian High School
Abbey Mills-St. Andrew's School

Jack Ryan Richardson- University Christian High School
Annie Shuford- Mercersburg Academy

Julieta Soto-Cerda- University Christian High School
Mila Spain- University Christian High School

Daniel Thomas- St. Stephens High School
Colby Thompson- The Hotchkiss School

Frannie Zagaroli- University Christian High SchoolShea (Jillian) Adair-Catawba Valley Community College
Jamie Harris-Oakwood University
Magnus McCluer-Undetermined
Foster Otterberg-Undetermined
Drew Pate-Appalachian State University
Sarah Syed-Tufts University
Henry Winfield-Clemson University

Hickory Day School 
Class of 2016 College Decisions

Quick Stats



Look Who Joined Us in 2019-2020

Faculty/Staff
Helga Gonzalez - Liazzos
Whitney Hurlburt - 3rd Grade
Byron Jones- Art
Alyssa McLean - Substitute
Erin Meadows -  Afterschool
Delane Mitchell - Substitute
Chloe Thompson - Substitute
Lela Thompson - Athletic Director
Maria Thorsen - Afterschool
Kelcie Weldon - Afterschool

New Families
The Bhimavarapu Family
The Carter Family
The Corpening Family
The Kolmes Family
The Magel Family
The Mayberry Family
The Osborne Family
The Rose Family

The Tunnell Family
The Vang Family
The VonDrehle Family
The Wang Family
The Zealy-Wright Family
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New Extra-Curriculars in 2019-2020

"Volleyball was a ton of fun last year because I got to
bond with students I hadn't known very well beforehand.

The team came together as a family and it was amazing." 
-Annabella Bernhardt



Catawba County Soil and Water Conservation District Contest 

      5th-grade poster contest 

 (1st place) – Kylie Scheller 

(2nd place) – Robert Winfield

 (3rd place) – Henry Thompson 

 6th-grade essay contest

(1st place) – Ceili McKinney

(2nd place) – Caroline Mayberry

(3rd place) – Ava Tunnell 

 13-county District II Contest

(2nd place essay) – Ceili McKinney 

 (Honorable Mention poster) – Kylie Scheller

 

Celebrating Art.com National Recognition 

Annabella Bernhardt, Kayla Covington, Ella Farr, Zack Farris,

Mary Kate George, Joseph Moretz, Léa Urruty

Daughters of the American Revolution Essay Contest

Catawba County

6th-grade – Evelyn Gerrard 

7th-grade – Addison Duke 

8th-grade – Annie Shuford

  State Contest 

1st place winner – Annie Shuford

Duke Talent Identification Program

  86% of all eligible HDS students in grades 4 to 7 qualified

Qualified/recognized students (new to program) 

 Karson Byers, Charlotte Duke, Will Foster, Kohl

Fryer, Joseph Fuller, Isaac Lee-Byrnes, 

Avery Mallard, Joseph Moretz, Sadie Osborne,

Emmeline Oursler, Claire Regan, Kinsley Tompkins,

and Robert Winfield

Elie Wiesel Junior Essay Competition 

(sponsored by the United Jewish Federation of Tidewater)

1st place (out of 575 entries) – Lily Bodnar 

Finalist (top 15 out of 575) – Annabella Bernhardt

 

Elks Club Hoop Shoot Contest 

Alex Earles 

 Ella Farr 

 Isaac Long 

 Claire Regan 

 Colby Thompson (2nd place in Girls 12 – 13 division)

Envision – Pathways to STEM 2020 Invited Participants 

 Veronica Bartlett, Karson Byers, Daniel Foster, Mary-

Prather Huegerich, Grayson Obst, Reid Shook, Ethan Shuler,

Camila Soto-Cerda, Kinsley Tompkins, and Max Zagaroli

 

2019-2020 Student Accomplishments2019-2020 
Student Accomplishments



2019-2020 Student Accomplishments2019-2020 
Student Accomplishments

North Carolina Association of Scholastic Activities   Art

Showcase Team (4th in state)

Kate Denny, Addie Duke, Elizabeth Garmon, Deeja Majeed,

Alexa       Mallard, Daniel Thomas, and Colby

Thompson    

 State Champion in Digital Media – Elizabeth Garmon 

 State Champion in Photography – Colby Thompson 

 Honorable Mentions – Alexa Mallard (Printmaking)

Daniel Thomas (Sculpture)

Scripps National Spelling Bee 

Class Winners 

 3rd grade – Veronica Bartlett 

 4th grade – Isaac Lee-Byrnes

  5th grade – Mary Kate George and Max

Zagaroli 

 6th grade – Evelyn Gerrard 

 7th grade – Logan Dy 

 8th grade – Deeya Majeed 

School Winners 

Evelyn Gerrard and Isaac Lee-Byrnes

Hickory Junior Women’s Art Festival 

Catawba County 1st Place Winners

8th Grade 

Annabella Bernhardt - Pen & Ink

Elizabeth Garmon - Papercraft 

Madeline Graham - Graphite Pencil 

Deeya Majeed - Mixed Media 

 Alexa Mallard - Jewelry 

 Abbey Mills - Digitally Enhanced Photography 

 Annie Shuford - Watercolor 

Daniel Thomas - Color Pencil and Metalcraft

 Frannie Zagaroli - Color Photography 

7th Grade 

 Jack Bartlett - Ceramics

 Kate Denny - Fabric Craft 

 Sophie Heller-Lee - Nature Craft

  Siena Tridico - Computer Graphics 

6th Grade 

 Chloe Bolick - Hand Constructed Weaving 

   and Black & White Photography

National Geographic Geography Bee School

Winner and State Qualifier – Elizabeth Garmon

National Latin Examination

Latin I (8th grade)

Summa Cum Laude – Alex Cordora, Elizabeth Garmon, Deeya Majeed, and Annie Shuford

Maxima Cum Laude – Lily Bodnar, Bella Hazboun, Alexa Mallard, 

       Julieta Soto-Cerda, and Mila       Spain

Magna Cum Laude – Annabella Bernhardt, Aidan McClain, and Frannie Zagaroli

Cum Laude – Madeline Graham

Introduction to Latin I (7th grade)

Perfect Paper – Addison Duke

Outstanding Achievement – Alex Cady and Henry Meredith 

Certificate of Merit – Logan Dy and James Meredith



Cross Country 
       Trailblazer........................Bella Hazboun, Annie Shuford,
and Jonah Long 
 Rising Sun.......................................Skyla Lee-Byrnes and Henry
Thompson
Going the Distance........................Jack Ryan Richardson and Abbey Mills 
    Tenacity & Grit............................Nolan Richardson and Colby
Thompson 

Soccer 
        Most
Improved...............................................................Jack Ryan Richardson 
Sunshine Award......................................................................Frannie Zagaroli 
 Tenacity & Grit Award........................................................Colby
Thompson 
   MVP....................................................................................................Alex
Cordora 

Volleyball 
     5/6 

  Most Improved.............................................................Camilla Soto-
Cerda 
Sunshine Award......................................................................Karson Byers
 Leadership Award........................................................Caroline
Mayberry 
 MVP........................................................................................Skyla Lee-
Byrnes 

 7/8
Most Improved.............................................................................Léa Urruty 
 Sunshine Award.............................................................Julieta Soto-
Cerda
  Leadership Award....................................................Annabella
Bernhardt 
 MVP..................................................................................................Addie
Duke
 

Archery
Most Improved..................Logan Schrier
Marksmanship..........................Alex Cady
Sunshine..............................Ethan Ledford

Basketball
     5/6 Girls

  Most Improved..................................................................Kinsley
Tompkins 
Tenacity and Grit...............................................................Skyla Lee-Byrnes
  MVP...............................................................................................Ceili
McKinney

5/6 Boys
Most Improved..................................................................Henry Thompson
 Sunshine Award....................................................................Robert
Winfield
   MVP................................................................Isaac Long and David
Bowman

7/8 Girls
Most Improved........................................................................Annie Shuford
Sunshine Award...................................................................Frannie Zagaroli
MVP..........................................................................................Colby Thompson

7/8 Boys
Most Improved......................................................................Patrick Garmon
Sunshine Award...........................................................................Sam Parker
MVP.....................................................................................................Jonah Long

All Conference Awards
Soccer........................Frannie Zagaroli, Colby Thompson, and Alex Cordora
 
Volleyball......................................................Evelyn Gerrard and Bree Winkler 
Cross Country..........................Annie Shuford, Bella Hazboun, Abbey Mills, 

                                                     and Skyla Lee-Byrnes
Archery..........................Luke Pelletier, 2nd place in Winthrop Tournament
Basketball............................Jonah Long, Colby Thompson, David Bowman,

                                                     and Skyla Lee-Byrnes

Scholar-Athlete Award...................................................................Annie Shuford
 Service Off the Court Award...................Sam Parker and Kinsley
Tompkins
 Coach of the Year....................................................................................Joel
Denny
 Mr. Sun....................................................................................................... Jonah
Long
 Miss Sun...........................................................................................Colby
Thompson

2019-2020 
Athletic Awards



2019-2020 Net Income2019-2020 Net Income



2019-2020 Book Fairs

2019-2020 PTA Fundraising

Fall Book Fair
Raised: 1,669.26 Scholastic Dollars

Spring Book Fair
Raised: 306.77 Scholastic Dollars



2019 Read-a-Thon
Isabella Matthews
Bella Medford
Grayson Obst
Emmeline Oursler
Claire Regan
Jack Ryan Richardson
Nolan Richardson
Gretchen Rodeck
Barrett Scheller
Kylie Scheller
Logan Schrier
Feliz Urruty
Legend Wang
Griffin Worley
Maverick Worley

Davis Almond
Jack Bartlett
Veronica Bartlett
Karson Byers
Natalie Byers
Thomas Carfagno
Margaret Carter
Elena Covington
Kayla Covington
Ella Cost
Addie Duke
Charlotte Duke
Daniel Foster
Will Foster
Miranda Garcia-Mejia

Charlie George
Mary Kate George
William George
Evelyn Gerrard
Bella Haan
Max Haan
Sophie Heller-Lee
Matthew Helton
Eliza Huegerich
Mary Prather Huegerich
Cesalie Kincaid
Nina King
Jackson Magel
Deeya Majeed
Avery Mallard



Rolls Royce
($5,000 and up)

Alex Lee, Inc./MDI/Lowes Foods
Trey and Jennifer Oursler

Paramount Kia
Paramount Porsche

Duesenberg Model A
($2,000 - $4,999)

Tavia and Alex Bernhardt
The Hazboun Family

PawTales
The Sleep Shop

Cadillac
($1,000 - $1,999)

Anonymous
Catawba Radiology
The Harris Family

Helton, Cody, & Associates, PLLC
Piedmont Plastic Surgery and Dermatology

Dr. Rick Seay
Viewmont Urology Clinic, P.A.

Studebaker
($500 - $999)

Animal Hospital North
Carolina Ear, Nose, and Throat

Capital Concepts Financial Group
David E. Looper & Company

Solutions of Hickory, PA
SunTrust Private Wealth

Nationwide- Jason Herman Insurance Agency
Seenkea

Model A Town Car
($250 - $499)

Century Furniture
Mosquito Authority

The Mills Family
Jadon Bernhardt-Aflac

2019-2020 Auction Sponsor Categories 



Almond, Christy
Bartee, Jessica
Beach, Heather
Beerli, Michael & Samantha
Bernhardt, Alex & Tavia
Bernhardt, Annabella J.
Bodnar, Leanna
Bost, Heath
Bowman, Adair & Nathan
Burchette, Bobbie
Byers, Nick & Kristen
Cady, Alex R.
Cady, Lora
Carfagno, Jon & Megan
Carter, Bianca
Chandler, Bryan
Cline, Tim & Jennifer
Colson, Gregg
Cook, Caroline
Cost, Jason & Jamey
Cote, Andy
David E Looper & Company
Denny, Joel & Jenny
Dick, Rachel Serrano

2020 Auction Donors
Duke, Addison G.
Duke, Ben & Chris
Enriquez, Mitchell & Kat
Everett, David & Tamela
Farlee, Jeff & Jessica
Farr, Andy & Tina
Farris, Stephen & Katherine
Fincher, Autumn
Fryer, Justin & Jessica
Galiszewski, Christopher & Heather
Gauger, Kathryn
Geoghegan, Noah & Sophie
George, Brian & Courtney
George, Kimberly
Gerrard, Eddie & Bethany Bergamo
Gerrard, Evelyn D.
Giannini, Joan
Graham, Deanna
Haan Family
Hall, Anna
Harris, Nicole
Hart, Kenneth
Hazboun, Isabella K.
Hazboun, Sal

Helton, Lyndon & Heather
Herbein, Bill & Kyle
Herman, Jason
Holtsclaw, Sam & Shelley 
Huegerich, Mark & Nancy
Hurlburt, Whitney
Johnson, Casey
Jones, Byron
Kincaid, Nick & Natalie
Lanier, Meredith
Lee, Brandon & Jennifer Heller
Lee, Janette
Levinson, Jon & Laura
Long, Brock & Mandi
Lutz, Linda
Magel, George & Jordan
Mauney, Maxwell & Cameron



McClain, Aidan G.
McClain, Michelle
McGuire, Amanda
McKean, Tom
McKee, Taylor
McKinney, Fred & Catherine
Means, Bill & Karen
Medford, Jessica
Meredith, James
Meredith, Henry E.
Meredith, Eric & Jennifer
Mills, Abigail L.
Mills, Jon & Heather
Mills, Priscilla
Morrison, Lea
Osborne, Sadie O.
Osborne, Tonya
Obst, Eliza

Oursler, Trey & Jennifer
Parker, Jenny
Pelletier, Marc
Peterson, Janet
Richardson, Ryan & Carina
Rodeck, Julie
Rojas, Jorge
Schrier, Chris & Jenna
Seay, Barbara
Seay, Rick
Shook, Brad & Annetra
Shuford, Alex & Misa
Shuford, Annie A.
Spain, Tommy & Tonya
Starnes, Carrie
Starnes, Cassandra
Sutton, Jon & Anita
Thomas, Ed & Genevieve
Thompson, Colby E.
Thompson, LT & Lela
Thompson, Sheran
Tompkins, Hunter & Alison
Tridico, Trina
Tunnell, Dave & Jennifer
Urruty, Joel & Laura

2020 Auction Donors continued

VonDrehle Corporation
Von Drehle, Ronnie
Voss, Julie
Wang, Jacob & Tangi
Wickham, Michael & Tammy
Winkler, Steven
Winters, Matt & Holly
Worley, Blakeley
Zagaroli, Charlie & Tish
Zealy-Wright, David & Derek



The Byers family in honor of all the wonderful teachers
and staff at HDS!

 
Thomas Carfagno in honor of Mrs. Robyn Setzer.

 
The Cost family in honor of Mrs. Kat Enriquez.

 
The Denny family in honor of all of Kate's teachers and

coaches.
 

The Farris family in honor of all 6th and 7th grade
teachers.

 
The Garmon family in honor of all the 6th and 8th grade

teachers, staff, and coaches at Hickory Day School.
 

The Hazboun family in honor of all of the wonderful
teachers at Hickory Day School.

 
The Lee-Byrnes family in honor of Mrs. Jessica Bartee and
Mrs. Alison Tompkins for being uplifting and passionate in

all their efforts this past year.
 

The Matthews family in honor of Mrs. Kat Enriquez.

"Thank you to each of the 32 teachers I
have had at HDS. I appreciate the
contributions that each of you have
made to help me develop into the person
I am today." -Alex Cordora

"In honor of my dear friend and
colleague, Sheran Thompson.  With much
love and gratitude, Evelyn King"

"In honor of all of the HDS Faculty that
have impacted my girls over the years.
Alexa will miss you all so much next year!"
-Linda Shuford

2020 Teacher Honor Gift Donors



2019-2020 Memorial and Honor Gifts
Connie Frenier Memorial Donations:

Arthur, Charles
Auten, George
Becker, David
Blanch, Susan
Bools, John
Borrell, James
Burdecki, David
Burdecki, John
Calcgne, Roy
Coleman, John
Cordora, Julie
Cormier, Donald
Davis, Gerald & Leslie
Deal, Dustin
Dewitt, Elizabeth
Dickson, James
Dixon, Kimberly
Dollar, Janice

The Duke Family
Emerick, Karen
Farlee, Jessica
Fisher, Rosemary
Broyhill Family Foundation
Frankel, Nicholas
Gane, Steve & Sara
Harlan, Steve
Jarrett, Kelley
Johnson, Robert
King, John & Evelyn
Kurker, Michael
Levinson, Jon & Laura
Long, Mike
Maker, James
Matheson, Pamela
McClure, Edward
Obst, Dorothy

Patton, Nollie
Philbeck, Brian
Polachek, Steven
HDS PTA
Rash, Robin
Richardson, Ryan & Carina
Rudisill, David
Seay, Richard
Shelton, Michael
Shuford, Alex & Misa
Simons, Nancy
Stansfield, David
Martin Starnes and Associates
Stepp, Joe
Stevens, R Bruce
Teague, Shea
Teague, Carole
Thompson, Sheran

Thompson, LT & Lela
Tighe, Tom
Willis Family Trust

Janice Dollar in honor of graduates
Janice Dollar in memory of Evelyn Sain
Michael Lewis in honor of the Duke
 and Huegerich families



2019-2020 
Donor Categories

Circle of Excellence
Annual Donations of  $10,000 & above
Stephen & Katherine Farris
Eddie & Bethany Gerrard
Trey & Jennifer Oursler
Paramount Auto Group (Nick and Natalie Kincaid)
1993 Founders Club
Annual Donations of  $5000-$9,999
Alex & Tavia Bernhardt
Tim & Jennifer Cline
Ben & Chris Duke (Animal Hospital North)
James & Nicole Harris
Ed & Genevieve Thomas
Estate of Dwight Davis Thompson Jr
Alex Lee/ MDI

The Sunshine Society
Annual Donations of  $1,500-$4,999

Lora Cady
Jason & Jamie Cost

Brian & Courtney George
Sal & Mary Hazboun

Michael Lewis (in honor of Duke and Huegerich families)
Eric & Jennifer Meredith

Ryan & Carina Richardson
Rick Seay

Linda Shuford
Cassandra Starnes

LT & Lela Thompson
Von Drehle Corporation

Uncle Larry's Fund
Blue and Gold Society
Annual Donations of  $500-$1,4999

Broyhill Family Foundation
Nick & Kristen Byers
Catawba Radiology
Century Furniture
David E Looper & Company
Gregg Colson
Joel & Jenny Denny
Helton Law
Mark & Nan Huegerich
Kelley Jarrett
John & Evelyn King
Jon & Laura Levinson

Brock & Mandi Long
Fred McKinney & Caite Weymann-McKinney
Thomas & Eliza Obst
Kevin & Jenny Parker
Piedmont Plastic Surgery
Solutions of Hickory (McClain Family)
Steven Polachek
Chris & Jenna Schrier
Viewmont Urology
United Beverages



2019-2020 
Donor Categories

Friends of Hickory Day School
Annual Donations under $499

Anonymous
Christy Almond
Charles Arthur
George Auten
Sylvie Barton
Dave Becker
Susan Blanch
John Bools
James Borrell
PH & Haley Broyhill
John Burdecki
David Burdecki
Roy Calcgne

Jon & Megan Carfagno
Doug & Eleanor Coleman
Michael & Julie Cordora
Donald Cormier
Mark & Gina Covington
Gerald & Leslie Davis
Dustin Deal
Elizabeth Dewitt
Rachel Dick
James Dickson
Kimberly Dixon
Jon & Janice Dollar
Karen Emerick

David Everett
Jeff & Jessica Farlee
Tina & Andy Farr
Rosemary Fisher
Nicholas Frankel
Steve & Sara Gane
Ingrid Garcia
Scott & Emily Garmon
Brian & Courtney Haan
Steve Harlan
HDS PTA
Lyndon & Heather Helton
Bill & Kyle Herbein

Sam & Shelley Holtsclaw
Robert Johnson
Michael Kurker
Luke Byrnes & Janette Lee
Mike Long
Khalid & Asma Majeed
James Maker
Martin Starnes and Associates
Pamela Matheson
Issac & Windy Matthews
Edward McCluer
John & Heather Mills

Mosquitto Authority (Osborne Family)
Don & Dottie Obst
Nollie Patton
Marc & Dana Pelletier
Brian Philbeck
Robin Rash
David Rudisill
Barbara Seay
Michael Shelton
Alex & Misa Shuford
Nancy Simons
David Stansfield 
Joe Stepp

Friends of Hickory Day School continued
R Bruce Stevens
Shea Teague
Carol Teague
Sheran Thompson
Tom Tighe
Hunter & Alison Tompkins
Trina Tridico
David & Jennifer Tunnell
Yvette Urruty
Heber Winfield III
Matt & Holly Winters
Brandon & Blakely Worley
Charlie & Tish Zagaroli

Henry & Mary Thompson
Mary Willis

79% of HDS families
participated in the

2019-2020
Annual Fund fundraising

efforts



Thank you 
to all 

HDS supporters!


